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in the County of Dinwiddie, in Virginia, Ignoranes © 
gel the things. of: God, Prophaneneſs, . 
a Wen prevailed among all ranks and degree. 

what 1 doubt if even the form, of Godlineſs was 0 2 
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A BRIEF 


NARRATIVE, Ce. 


Dear Sir, 
* 


M deſire a Narrative of the Work of Gon 
in theſe parts, I ſhall give you matter 


enly, wha, 1 have myſelf ſeen and heard, and War 


I have received from men on whaſe wann 1 


Nana can fully depend. 


That you may have a full view of. the whole, x - 
fhall go back as far as my firſt ſettlement” in this- 


nin. Auguſt 29, 1763, I was choſen Rector of N 
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8 ** one family of this large and populous 
32 | | M 7 2 ks > 


Nou was pleaſed —_ in. — 5 


Yell: 


of fact, in a plain, artleſs,dreſs, relating 
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Pariſh, I was a Aranger to the people: My be 


5 64 


rrives - were quite new to them; aul were neither 

preached nor believed. by any other clergy man, ſo far 

as I cud en. throughour the Province, ® . ©. 27 
"My firſt work was, to explain the Dots of - 

our Nature; our Fall in Adam, and all the evils 

conſequent thereon ; the. impoſſibility of being de- 

livered from them by any thing which we could do, 

and the neceſſity of a living Faith, in order to our 

obtaining help from God, While, 1 continued to 

inſiſt upon theſe truths, and on the abſolute neceſſity 

of being born again, no ſmall outcry was raiſed 

againſt this way, as well as againfl him that taught 

it. But by the help of God, I continued to witneſs: 

the ſame both to ſmall and great. | | 


The common people, however, frequented the | 
Church more conſtantly, and in larger numbers than 
uſual,” Some were affected at times, ſo as to drop a 


tear. But ſtill for a year or more, JLperceived no 
laſting effect, only a few were not altogether ſo pro- 
fane as before. I could diſcover no heart- felt con- 


victions of Sin, no deep or laſting impreſſidn of their 
loſt eſtate. Indeed I have reaſon to believe that 


tis ſome have been a good deal alarmed at times, But 
| they were ſhy of ſpeaking to me, (thinking it would 


be gepumption) till their convictions wore off, | 4 


; 85 But in the year 1765, the power of God was mois wh 
TW wo felt by a few, Theſe were conſtrained td = 
| A 


to me, and enquire, 4 What they muſt do tio 
i 9 ” And now I "= to e 8 aa 
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well as in private Houſes : and to meet little com- 
panies in the Evenings, and converſe freely on di- 
vine things. I believe ſome were this year conyert- - 
ed to God, and thenceforth the work of God flowly 
went on. 


The next year I became aequainted with Mr. 
M'* Robert, Rector of a neighbouring Pariſh: And 
we. joined hand in hand in the great work. He las 
boured much therein; and not in vain. A remark+ 
able power attended his Preaching, and many were 
truly converted to God, not only in his Pariſn, but 
in other parts, where he was called to labour, wy 


In the years 1770 and 1771, we had a more con- 


| fiderable out-pouring of the Spirit, at a place in my 


Pariſh called White-Oak. It was here firſt I formed 
the people into a Society, that they might aſſiſt and 
gtrengthen each other. The good effects of this 
were ſoon apparent. Convictions were deep and laſt» 
ing: And not only Knowledge, but Faith, and * 
and Holweſs continually increaſed. | 


In the year 1772, the revival was e 7 
ble, and extended itſelf in ſome places, for fifty or 
fixty miles round. It increaſed ſtill more in the fol- 


' lowing year, and ſeveral finners were truly con- 


verted to God. In Spring, 1774, it was mors Tee 
markable than ever, The word preached was, 


"i i&? 
the heart. Tears fell plentifully from "the eyes of. 


| > Hearers, and fome were” ee = || 
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| it in my Pariſh and in many of the neighbouring coun 
if | ties. I formed ſeveral Societies out of thoſe which 
| were' convinced or converted ; and I found it an hap- 
py means of building up thoſe that had believed, and 
7. preventing the reſt from loſing their convictions. 


In the Counties of Suſſex and Brunſwick, the work 
1 from the year 1773, was chiefly carried on by the 
' labours of the people called Method. A. The firſt of 
j them who appeared in theſe was Mr. Robert Williams, 
who, you know, was a plain, artleſs, indefatigable 
Preacher of the Goſpel : He was greatly bleſt in de- 
tecting the hypocrite, raſing falſe foundations, and 
ſtirring believers up to preſs after a preſent Salvation 
from the remains of fin. He eame to my houſe in 
the month of March, in the year 1773. The next 
rear others of his, Brethren came, who gathered | 
many Societies, both in this neighbourhood,. and in 
other places, as far as North Carolina. They now 
began to ride the Circuit, and to take care of the. 
Societies already formed, which was rendered an 
happy means both of Adee and ed the 
Ty of God. 


1 earneſtly wala gr it to my Soeieties, to 
pray much for the proſperity of Sion, and for a 
- larger « out-pouring of the Spirit of God, They did 
oz and not in vain, We have had a time of re- 
$. Fer indeed: a Revival of Religion, as great as FER 
2 135 aps ever Was Known, in country places, in ſo 
ſhort a time, It began in the latter end of the year 
1775 5 but was more conſiderable in Janulry, 1776, FIN 
* beginning of the pores year, It broke out | 3 | 
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(7. 9 
nearly at the ſame time, at three places, not fat 
from each other. Two of theſe places are in my 
Pariſh; the other, in Amelia County, had for many 


years been notorious, for careleſſneſs, profaneneſs, 


and immoralities of all kinds, Gaming, Swearing, 
Drunkenneſs, and the like were their delight, while 


things ſacred were their ſcorn and contempt, How- 


ever ſome time laſt year, one of my Pariſh (now a 
Local Preacher) appointed ſome Meetings among 
them, and after a while, induced a ſmall number to 
Join in Society. And though few, if any of them 
were then Believers, yet this was a means of prepar- 
ing the way of the Lord. 


As there were few - Converts in my Pariſh the 
laſt year, I was ſenſible a change of Preachers was 
wanting. This has often revived the work of God: 


and ſo it did at the preſent time. Laſt December; 


one of the Methodiſt Preachers, Mr. Shadford; 
preached ſeveral times at the three places above- 


mentioned, He confirmed the Doctrine I had long 
preached: and to many of them not in vain. And 
while their ears were opened by novelty, God ſe te 
his word home upon their hearts, Many ſinners | — 
were powerfully convinced, and Mercy ! ! Merey ! was | 


their cry. In January, the news of Convictions and 
Converſions were common; and the people of God 


in need of a'deeper work in their hearts, than they! 


* * And while thoſe were panting | 


and 


BY Wes - 


. 


; 


were inſpired with new life and vigor, by the hap". 18 
pineſs of others. But in a little time they were 
made throughly ſenſible, that they themſelves ſtood? - 
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in my Pariſh and in many of the neighbouring eoun- 


ties. I formed ſeveral Societies out of thoſe which 
were convinced or converted; and I found it an hap- 
py means of building up thoſe that had believed, and 
preventing the reſt from loſing their con victions. 


In the Counties of Suſſex and Brunſwick, the work 
from the year 1773, was chiefly carried on by the 
labours of the people called Methodiffs. The firſt of 
them who appeared in theſe was Mr. Robert Williams, 
who, you know, was a plain, artleſs, indefatigable 
Preacher of the Goſpel : He was greatly bleſt in de- 
tecting the hypocrite, raſing falſe foundations, and 
ſtirring belie vers up to preſs after a preſent Salvation 
from the remains of ſin. He eame to my houſe in 
the month of March, in the year 1773. The next 


ear others of his Brethren came, who gathered | 


many Societies, both in this neighbourhood, and in 
other places, as far as North Carolina, They now 


began to ride the Circuit, and to take care of the. 


Societies already formed, which was rendered an 
happy means both of n and nn the 


* : — 


1 earneſtly aa ani it to my Societies, to 
pray much for the proſperity of Sion, and for a 


< larger out- pouring of the Spirit of God. They did 


fo $ and not in vain. We have had a time of re- 


5 thing indeed; a Revival of Religion, as great as * 
perhaps ever was known, in country places, in ſo | 
ſhone a time, It began in the latter end of the year 


1771 5 but was more conſiderable i in Janukry, 1776, 3 
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AE beginning of the preſent year, It broke _out* : 
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nearly at the ſame time, at three places, not fat | 
from each other. Two of theſe places are in my 
Pariſh; the other, in Amelia County, had for many 
years been notorious, for careleſſneſs, profaneneſs, 

and immoralities of all kinds, Gaining, Swearing; 
Drunkenneſs, and the like were their delight, while 

| things ſacred were their ſcorn and contempt, How- 

1 ever ſome time laſt year, one of my Pariſh (now a 
Local Preacher) appointed ſome Meetings among 
them, and after a while, induced a ſmall number to 
Join in Society. And though few, if any of theni 
were then Believers, yet this was a means of prepar- 
ing the way of the Lord. 


As there were few | Converts in my Pariſh the 
laſt year, I was ſenſible a change of Preachers was 
. wanting. » This has often revived the work of God x 
and fo it did at the preſent time. Laſt December, 
one of the Methodiſt Preachers, Mr. Shadford; 
preached ſeveral times at the three places above- 
mentioned, He confirmed the Doctrine I had long 
Preached: and to many of them not in vain. And 
while their ears were opened by novelty, God ſet 
his word home upon their hearts, Many ſinners 
were powerfully convinced, and Mercy ! ! Mercy ! was | 
their cry. In January, the news of Convictions and 
Converſions were common; and the people of Gd 
were inſpired with new life and vigor, by the hape*"/ 
pineſs of others. But in a little time they were 
made throughly ſenſible, that they themſelves ſtoodꝰ)ꝰ | 
in need of a deeper work in their hearts, than they 1 
„ And while thoſe were panting 
i aud 
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and groaning for pardon, theſe were intreazing God 
with ſtrong cries and tears, to ſave them from the 
remains of inbred fin, to ſanHify them throughout, in 
Hi rit, ſoul, and body ; ſo to circumciſe their hearts, that 


they might love God with all their bearts, A . 


him with all their rens. 


During this whole winter, the ſpirit of the Lord 
was poured out in a manner we had not ſeen be- 
fore, In almoſt every Aſſembly might be ſeen ſig- 
nab inſtances of Divine Power ; more eſpecially in 
the meetings of the Claſſes, Here, many old, ſtout- 
hearted finners, felt the force of Truth, and their 
eyes were opened to diſcover their guilt ad danger. 
The ſhaking among the dry bones was increaſed 
from week to week: nay, ſometimes ten or twelve 
have been deeply convinced of fin in one day. 
Some of theſe were in great diſtreſs, and when they 
were queſtioned concerning the ſtate of their ſouls, 
were ſcarce able to make avy reply, but by weeping 

and falling on their knees, before all the Claſs, 
and earneſtly ſolliciting the Prayers of God's peo- 
ple. And from time to time he has anſwered theſe 
- petitions, ſet the captives at liberty, and enabled 


3 them to praiſe a pardoning God, in the midſt of 


+> his people, Numbers of old and grey-headed, of 
- middle-aged perſons, of youth, yea of little children, 
were the ſubjects of this work, Several of the lat» 
ter we have ſeen painfully congerned for the wick · 
edneſs of their lives, and the corruption of their 
nature. We have inſtances of this ſort, from-eight: 
or nine years old, Some of theſe Children are ex- 


N 
ceeding happy in the Love of God: and they ſpeak | 
of the whole procefs of the work of God, of their ; 
Convictions, the time when, and the manner hole 


they obtained deliverance, with ſuch clearneſs as 
might* convince an Atheiſt, that this is nothing elſe 


but the great Power of God. 32 . 


Many in theſe parts who had long neglected the 
means of grace, now flocked to hear, not only me, 
and the e Preachers, but alſo the Exhort- 
ers, and Neaders. And the Lord ſhewed, be is 
not confined to man: for whether there was preach- 
ing, or not, his power was ſtill ſenſible among the 
people. And at their meetings for Prayer, ſome 
have been in ſuch diſtreſs, that they have continued 
therein for five or ſix hours. And it has been found 
that theſe Prayer - Meetings were fingularly n a 
promoting the Work of God. 


The out-pouring of the Spirit which CAT: 


ſoon extended itſelf, more or leſs, thro* moſt of 
the Circuit, which is regularly attended by the 5 
travelling Preachers, and which takes in à cireum- 


ference of between four and five hundred miles. 
Aud the work went on with a pleaſing progreſs, 
till the beginning of May ; ; when they held a Quar- 


terly Meeting at Boiſtau's Chapel, in my Pariſh, ' 


This ftands at the lower line of the Pariſh, thirty” 
miles from Whye's Chapel, at the upper line of it, 


where the work began. At this meeting, one, 


might truly ſay,” the windows of heaven were open-⸗ 


ed, and the rain of Divine Influence poured down for 
more than forty days. The work now became 


— «44.4. fx 2 ; 
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more deep than ever, extended wider, and was. 
ſwifter in its operations. Many were ſavingly con- 
verted to God, and in a very ſhort time, not only 
in my Pariſh, but thro? ſeyeral parts of Brunſwick, 


Suſſex, Prince George, Lunenburg, . and 
Anelia Counties. 


The ſecond day of the Quarterly Meeting, a 
Love-feaſt was held, As ſoon as it began, the 
power of the Lord came down on the Aſſembly, 


like a ruſhing, mighty wind; and it ſgemed as if 


the whole Houſe was filled with the preſence of 
God. A flame kindled and ran from heart to heart. 
Many were deeply convinced of fin : many mourn- 
ers were filled with conſolation: and many believ- 
ers were ſo overwhelmed with Love, that they could. 
not doubt but God had enabled them to lars him 
with all their heart. 


When the Love- feaſt was ended, the doors were 


+ opened, Many who had ſtayed without, then came 


in: and beholding the anguiſh: of ſome, and the te · 

Joicing of others, were filled with aſtoniſhment ; 
and not long after, with trembling apprehenſions of 
their own. danger. Several of them proſtrating 
themſelves before God, cried aloud for mercy. And 
the convictions which then began in many, have ter- 
none in an happy aud laſting Chapge- 


The multitudes that attended on this occaſion, 
returning home all alive to God, ſpread the flame 
through their reſpective neighbourhoods, which ran 
from an to family.” 80 chat within four weeks, 

28 ſererat 


* 
ſeveral hundreds found the peace of God. And 
ſcarce any converſation was to be heard through- 
out the Circuit, but concerning the things of God x 
either the complainings of the priſoners, ' groaning 
under the ſpirit of bondage unto fear; or the rejoĩe- 
ing of thoſe whom the Spirit of adoption taught to 
cry, Abba, Father.” The unhappy diſputes be- 
tween England and her Colonies, which juſt before- 14 
had ingroſſed all our converſation, ſeemed now in N | 
moſt companies to be forgot, while things of far CH | 
greater importance lay ſo near the heart, I have i| 
gone into many, and not ſmall companies, wherein 1 
there did not appear to be one careleſs ſoul: and the | | 


far greater part ſeemed perfectly bappy i in a clear 9 ; 
ſenſe of the Love of God. : g 1 


One of the Doctrines, as you know: which we 
| particularly inſiſt upon, is that of - a, preſent Salva · 
tion; a Salvation not only from the Guilt and 
Power, but alſo from the Root of 8in: A-cleanfing 
from all filthineſs of Reſb and ſpirit, that we may perfett 
Bolineſi in the fear of God: a going on to perfection 
which we ſometimes define, by loving God with alt 
our hearts, Several who. had believed were deeply 
fenfible of their want of this. I have ſeen both 
men and women, who had long been happy in-a 
ſenſe of God's pardoning Love; as much conviſt» 
ed on account of the remains of fin in their heart, 
and as much diſtreſt for a total deliverance from 
chem, as ever I ſam any W e 
e was 
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more deep than ever, extended wider, and was 
ſwifter in its operations. Many were favingly con 
verted to God, and in a. very ſhort time, not only 
in my Pariſh, but thro? ſeveral parts of Brunſwick, 


Suſſex, Prince George, Lunenburg, nn, and 
Anelia Counties. 5 


The ſecond day of the Quarterly Meeting, a 
Love-feaſt was held. As ſoon as it began, the. 
power of the Lord came down on the Aſſembly, 


like a ruſhing, mighty wind; and it ſgemed as if 


the whole Houſe was filled with the preſence of, 
God. A flame kindled and ran from heart to heart, 
Many were deeply convinced of fin : many mourn- 
ers were filled with conſolation: and many believ- 


er were ſo overwhelmed with Love, that they could, 


not doubt but God had enabled them to lars him, 
with all their heart, 


When the Love-feaſt was ended, the FRO were 


opened. Many who had ſtayed without, then came 
in: and beholding the anguiſh: of ſome, and the te · 


Joicing of others, were filled with aſtoniſhment ; 
and not long after, with trembling apprehenfions of 
their own. danger. Several of them proſtrating 
themſelves before God, cried aloud for mercy. And 
the convictions which then began in many, have ter- 


mine in an happy and laſting Change. 


The multitudes that attended on this Gente 
returning home all alive to God, ſpread the flame 
through their reſpective neighbourhoods, which ran 


from family to ally... Ky that within four weeks, f 
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ſeveral hundreds found the peace of God. And 
ſcarce any converſation was to be heard through» 
out the Circuit, but concerning the things of God: 
either the complainings of the priſoners, groaning 


under the ſpirit of bondage unto fear; or the rejoĩie- 


ing of thoſe whom the Spirit of adoption taught to 
cry, Abba, Father.“ The unhappy diſputes be- 
tween England and her Colonies, which juſt before 
had ingroſſed all our converſation, ſeemed now in 
moſt companies to be forgot, while things of far 


greater importance lay ſo near the heart, I have 


gone into many, and not ſmall companies, wherein 
there did not appear to be one careleſs ſoul : and the 
far greater part ſeemed perfectly bappy 1 in a clear 
ſenſe of the Love of God. 


One of the Dogrines, as you 1 ih 


| particularly inſiſt upon, is that of a preſent Salva- 


tion; a Salvation not only from the Guilt and 
Power, but alſo from the Root of Sin ; A cleanſing 


from all filthineſs of Reſb and ſpirit, that aue may perfect 


Holineſs in the fear of God; a going on to perfeiom ; 


which we ſometimes aas by - loving God-awith all 


our hearts, Several who. had believed were deeply _ 


ſenſible of their want of this. I have ſeen. both 
men and women, who had long been happy in a 


ſenſe of God's pardoning Love; as much convidt- 
ed on account of the remains of fin. in their herum, 
and as much diſtreſt for a total deliverance from — 
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1 O that I now. the Reſt might. know z' 


Believe and enter in! 


Now, Saviour, now, the power beſtow, 75 
And let me ceaſe from fin!” 


And 1 have been preſent, when they believed that 


| God anſwered this prayer, and beſtowed this bleſ- 


ſing upon them. I have converſed with them ſeve- 
ral times ſince, and have found them throughly de- 
voted to God, They all teſtify, that they have re- 
ceived the Gift inſtantaneouſly, and by fimple' Faith, 
We have ſundry witneſſes of this perfect Love, who 
are above all ſuſpicion, I have known the men and 
their communication for many years, and have ever 
Found them -zealous for the cauſe of God : Men of 
Senſe and Integrity, Patterns of Piety and Humility ; ; 
. whoſe teſtimony therefore may be depended on. 


It has been frequently obſerved, chat there never 
was any remarkable Revival of Religion, but ſome 
- degree of Enthufſiaſm was mingled. with it; fome 
- Wild-fire mixed with the ſacred flame. It may 

doubted, whether this is not unavoidable in the na- 


"ture of things. And notwithſtanding all the care 


we have taken, this work Has not been quite free 
from it. But it never roſe ts any confiderable 
height, neither was of long continuance, ' In ſome. 


Meetings there have not been that Deceticy and 


Order obſerved, which 1 could have Wihed. Some 


© of bur Aeiniblies Teſembled the Congregation of the 
- 4M Jews atlaying the foundation of the Second Tem 
in the days of Exra. Some wept for grief; behen 


ſuoufed for joy, ſo thas, it was * . 
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one from the other, So it was here. The mourn- 
ing and- diſtreſs. was ſo blended with the voice of 
joy and gladneſs, that it was hard to diſtingwſh the 
one from the other, till the voice of Joy prevailed: 
the people ſhouting with a great ſhout, ſo that it 
might be heard afar off. 53585 « 


To give you a fuller infight into this great work 
of God, I ſubjoin an Extract from two or three of 
my Letters. . 


„„ „„ 


To the Rev: Mr. M Robert, 


— 
L . 
1 
. _ 1 4 — * 
- — Gy > - — afro egy uw 
——— - — — — 
— — 


Dinwiddie, May 2, 1776. 
Rev, and dear Brother, 83 N 


ESTER DAY I preached at Boiſtas O Chapel, | 
1 to a crouded and attentive Audience. After“? . 
wards the Mrthodifts held their Love: feaſt: during 1 Wl | 
which, as many as pleaſed, roſe one after another, - | 
and ſpoke, in few words, of the Goodneſs of God to 
their ſouls. Before three had done ſpeaking, (al- | 
tho' they ſpoke but few words) you might ſee a ſo- | 
lemn ſenſe of the preſence of God, vifible on ever 
Countenance, while tears of ſorrow or joy were 
loving from many eyes. Several teſtified the con- lt 
ſolation they had received: ſome believed they, were I | | 
; 


Perfected in love. When the paſſions of the peo- 
ple were riſing too high, and breaking thro? all re- = 
| nne, the Preacher gently n them, by . i 
ww. "2 gving- 


* 1 
. 
- 
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giving out a few verſes of an hymn, When moſt of 
the Congregation went away, ſome were ſo diſtreſt 
with a ſenſe of their fins, that they could not be 


perſuaded to leave the place, Some lively Chriſti- 


ans ſtayed with them, and continued in prayer for the 
ſpace of two hours, till fifteen mourners were enabled 


to rejoice in God their Saviour, And ſome careleſs 


Creatures of the politer ſort, who would needs go in, 


to ſee what this ſtrange thing meant, felt an unuſual 
power, ſo that like Saul among the Prophets, they 


fell down on their knees, and cried for mercy among 
the reſt, O may they till continue to pray, till God 
has given them another heart. 


May 3. 1776. 


Last night, three or four ſcore of my neighbours 
met together to keep a Watch-night: at which it is 


. the cuſtom to ſpend three or four hours in Religious 
4 Exerciſes, and to break up about twelve o'clock. 
But inſtead of breaking up at twelve, ſuch was the 
- Liſtreſs of thoſe that were convinced of fin, that they 
continued in prayer all night, and till two hours after 


ſun riſe. Here alſo fourteen or fifteen received a - 


', ſenſe of pardon, So that in two days thirty of my 


own Pariſh have been juſtified, beſides others, of 


| " Pariſhes, | 


.” Indeed I don't take it for granted that all are ju. 


ified who think they are ſo, Some, I fear are mif- 


taken. But I ſhall judge better of this, when I ſee 
the fruits, 2 | 
1 - Pra 4 The 0 


1 
May, 7. 1776, 


The work of God till increaſes among us: I be- 


lieve, within theſe eight days, more than forty here 
have been filled with joy and peace in believing. 
Of theſe I have had an account, but there may be 
many more, And ſeveral who have been juſtified 
ſome time, believe God * bleſt them with a 
love. 


I have no doubt, but the work now carrying on, is 
genuine ; yet there were ſome circumſtances attend- 
mg it, which 1 diſliked: ſuch as loud outcries, 
tiemblings, fallings, convulſions, But I am better 
reconciled, fince I read Preſident Edward: on the 
head, who obſerves, that wherever theſe moſt appear- 
ed, there was always the en and the deepeſt 


14 


There is another thing which has given 1 me much : 


pain ; 3 The praying of ſeveral at one and the ſame 
time. Sometimes five or fix, or more hate” been 
praying all at once in ſeseral parts of the Room for 
diſtreſt perſons.“ 
Exhortation, ſo t the Aſſembly appeared to be all 
in confuſion, and Muſt ſeem to one at a little diſtance, 


more like a drunken rabble, than the worſhippers of 


God. I-was afraid, this was not doing all things in 


decency and order, Indeed Dr. Edwards detends: this 
alſo. But yet I am not ſatisfied, concerning it. 1 
had heard of it, but never faw it till Sunday Even: 78 


ing. But this is a deligate point. It requires much 
wiklam, to allay th id, and not damp the ſa- 


Others were ſpeaking by way, of 


(* 


off firft appearance of any thing of the kind at 
my Chapel, was laſt Saturday night. I was not 


there, but a young man who ſtudies at my houſe 
was. He is grave, prudent, and ſolidly religious, 
without the leaſt tincture of Enthuſiaſm. He met 


the Society there in the Afternoon, and would have 


returned home; but that many who were in great 
diſtreſs, begged him and ſome others to ſtay and pray 
with them. They continued in prayer the whole 
night, during which about twelve were ſet at Liber- 
ty. But notwithſtanding all they could do, there 
were ofien two, three, or more, ſpeaking at one 
time. 


941. Heaht of this the next day, when I was at 
Church, and haſtened thence. to the Chapel. Some 
hundreds were aſſembled there, and were in much 
confuſion when I went in. I went into the Pulpit, 
and began to ſing, adding ſhort Ex hortations and 
Prayers, The confuſion ceaſed ; Several ſpirits were 
revived, and ſome Mourners comforted. | 


Since that Evening, this kind & Confuſion 15 
dever been known in my neighby hood. It con- 
tinued longer in other places; but f r ſome time has 
been totally gone. But as this abated, the work of 
Conviction and Converſion, uſually abated too. Yet, 
bleſſed be God, it ſtill goes on, though not with fuch 
rapidity, 1 have heard but of two or three that 


found peace for three weeks: Whereas ſome time 
ago, feldom a week paſt, but I could hear of eight or 
i and thirty at one F 


dine; ſometimes between 
meetin g- , 
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. 
I have chiefly ſpoken of what was lou in my 
Pariſh. - But that you may know a little of what 


was done elſewhere, I ſubjoin an Extract from the 
Letters of two Local Preachers, in the County of 


Su ic. v. 
a 
July 29th, 1776. 


Rev. Str, 
ITI unſpeakable pleaſure I acquaint you 


of the glorious Revival of Religion in our 


parts. It broke out at our laſt Quarterly Meeting, 


and has ſince , wonderfully ſpread throughout the 


Circuit. The time. ſeems to be coming, when we 


ſhall not need to teach every man his neighbour to 


know the Lord: for they daily ory him from the 


leaſt to the greateſt, from little children to men of 2 
fourſcore. Above ſeven years have I been exhort-- 
ing my neighbours; but very few would hear. 


Now, bleſſed be God, there are few that will not 


hear. It is no ſtrange thing for two or. three to 


find the Lord at a H laſs- meeting: And at a Sunday 


meeting, although chere was no Preacher, ten, fit-. . 
teen, yea, near twenty have been converted. At a 


place near me, thirty have found the Lord, within 


eight days. It is common with us, for men and 


women to fall down as dead under an Exhortation; 


but many more under Prayer: perhaps twenty at a 


time. And ſome that have not fallen to the earth, 


have ſhewn the ſame diſtreſs, wringing their hands, 


2 7 their breaſts, and es all to pray for 


them,” 


— — — - 
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them, With theſe the work is generally quick; 
ſome getting thro' in leſs than a week, ſome in two 
or three days, ſome in one, two, or three hours. 
Nay, we have an inſtance of one that was ſo indif- 
ferent, as to leave her brethren at prayers, and go 
to bed. But all at once ſhe ſcreamed out, under a 
ſenſe of her loſt eſtate, and in leſs than fifteen mi- 
nutes rejoiced in God her Saviour, And, bleſſed 


be God, many of theſe retain a ſenſe of his favour, 


Many, who a few weeks ago were deſpiſers and ſcof- 
fers, are now happy in the Lord. Many old Chriſ- 
tians, Who were always full of doubts and fears, 
now walk In the light of his countenance. Some 
have a clear witneſs in themſelves, that they have 
given their whole hearts to God. O may God carry 
on his work among us, until we are all ſwallowed 
up in love!“ 


THOMAS SAUNDERS. 


Mr. Saunders lives two and twenty miles from me: 
The writer of the following Letter, about thirty. 


Joh 29. 1776. 
Rew, vir, 


N June the gth, we had a large congregation, 
I ſpoke on, No man can ſerve two maſters, 


Several appeared to be much diſtreſſed, two women, 


in particular, We 'ſpent' above an hour in prayer 
for them, and they aroſe in peace. When we met 
che Clals,, we ſuffered all that deſired it, to 2 


PEO he 
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The Leader. only put a queſtion or two to each 


member. This was ſcarce ended, when the fire bf - 


God's love was kindled. Praiſes hung on the lips 
of many. And many cried out, What muft we do 
to be ſaved?” Thus it ſwiftly went on; every now 
and then one riſing with faith in Jeſus, - Surely this 
was one of the days of heaven ! Such a day I never 
expected to ſce in Time, While we were mer, one 
Nam Whitehead was obſerved to be looking through 


the crack of the door. The door being opened, he 
came with it, and being unable to ſtand, fell on the 
floor quite helpleſs. But in two or three hours he 


roſe and praiſed a pardoning God: While one of the 
Claſs who had been juſtified ſome time, received a 
Blefling greatly ſuperior to any thing he had known 
before. We have reaſon to believe, that on this day, 
fifteen were enabled to believe, in Jeſus. | 


Saturday, June 15. I was ſpeaking to the Claſs, 


and one found peace to her ſoul. Sunday, 16. 1 


ſpoke from, This is the wiftory that overcometh the 
quorld, even our faith, to four or five hundred people, 
This was alſo a day of Pentecoſt, Convictions ſeiz- 
ed on numbers, Who wreſtled with God, till their 
ſouls were ſet at liberty. A young woman told me 
“% She heard, many Norte! fell down, and ſhe would 
come, to help them up.” This ſhe ſaid in ſcorn,' 
She came accordingly. The power of God fo 
ſeized her, and ſhe wanted helping up herſelf. But 
it was not long before he helped her, by giving her 


faith in Chriſt, We believe twenty fouls found 


peace this 1 O * we ſee many ſuch days! 
+. $72 - | Joys 
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July, 7. I ſpoke to a large Congregation, After- 
wards I was going to give out an hymn, when one 
was ſo powerfully ſtruck, that he could not hold a 
Joint ſtill, and roared aloud for mercy, I immedi- 
ately went to prayer : The cries of the people mean- 
time greatly increaſing. After prayer, Benjamin 
Das, late a great oppoſer, jumped up and began to 
praiſe God, with a countenance ſo altered, that 


' thoſe who beheld him were filled with aſtoniſhment. 


Our meeting continued from twelve at noon, till 


twelve at night, during which, God raiſed up about 


fifteen more witneſſes. 


The Thurſday following, ſix of thoſe who were 
convinced on Sunday, found peace in believing. 
We hear of many others converted in the neighbour- 
hood, ſeveral of whom were ſtrong Oppoſers : And 
ſome hoary-headed ones, who had been ſtrict Pha- 


riſees from their youth up. 


Sunday, 21. We had a large and attentive Audi- 
tory, and the power of the Lord prevailed. The 
next day I was much tempted to doubt, whether 1 
was ſent of God to preach or not? I prayed earneſt- 

ly to the Lord, that he would ſatisfy me, and thar 


he would keep all falſe fire from among us. After- 
wards I preached. While I was ſpeaking, a Mother 


and her Daughter were ſo ſtruck, that they trembled 
every joint : But before I concluded, both found 


24:66 * be to God! 4 
1 am, &c. 
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God has made Examples of ſeveral Oppofers— 
Examples not of Juſtice, but of Mercy. Somè of 


them came to the Aſſembly with hearts full of ran- 


cor againſt the people of God, ſo that had it been in 
their power, they would have dragged them away, 
to priſon, if not to death. But unexpectedly their 
ſtubborn hearts were bowed down, being pierced 
with the arrows of the Almighty. In a moment 
they were filled with diſtreſs and anguiſh, their 
laughter turned into mourning, and their Curſing 
into Prayer. And frequently in leſs than a week, 
their heavineſs has been turned into joy. Of this 
ſort are ſeveral of our moſt zealous and eireumſpect 
walkers at this day. A goodly number of theſe are 


rich in this world: yet they are now brought ſo low, 


that they are willing to be taught: by all, and to be 
the ſervants of all, 


A Gentleman of this Pari, as . bad 
much oppaſed and contradicted: He was fully per - 
ſuaded, that all outward appearances, either of diſ- 
treſs or joy, were mere deceit. But as he was walk- 
ing to his Mill, about half a wile from his Houſe, 


deep Conviction fell upon him. The terrors of the 
Lord beſet him round about, and diſtreſs and anguiſn 
got hold upon him. When he camẽ to the Mill ane 
found no one there, he took that opportunity of! _ + 


proſtrating himſelf before God, and pouring out his 
foul in his preſence, As his diſtreſs was great, his 


cries were loud, and his pfayer importunate. The 


Lord heard him, and ſet his ſoul at liberty before he 


left * Ok” And the power which came upon 


. 
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him was ſo great, that it ſeemed as if his whole 
frame were diſſolving. 


Upon the whole, this has been a great, a deep, a 
ſwift, and an extenſively glorious Work. Both the 
nature and manner of it have been nearly the ſame, 
wherever it's benign influence reached, Where the 
greateſt work was, where the greateſt number of 
ſouls have been convinced and converted to God, 
there have been the moſt outcries, tremblings, con- 
vulſions, and all forts of external ſigns. I took all 
the pains I could, that theſe might be kept within 
bounds, that our good might not be evil ſpoken of, 
This I did, not by opeuly inveighing againſt them 
in the public aſſembly; but by private Advices to 
- Local Preachers and others, as opportunity would 
permit, This method had its defired effect, with - 
out putting a ſword into the hands of the wicked, 
Wherever the contrary method has been taken, 
where theſe things have been publickly oppoſed,, 
when they have been ſpoken againſt in promiſcuous 


-- Congregations, the effect has. always been this: 


The men of the world have been highly. gratified, 
and the children: of God deeply wounded, The. 
former: have plumed themſetves, as tho' they were 
the men who kept within due bounds, and thoſe that 

had made ſo much ado about Religion,” were no. 
better than hot-brained Enthuſiaſts. I cannot but. 
think this has a great tendency to hinder the, work. 
of God. Indeed if we thought, that God wrought. 

every thing irreſiſtibly, we ſhould not fear this. 

But we know the contrary : we know, that as ſome. 
things promote, ſo others hinder his work, I grant, 
Mn 


- 


(3) 
Means ſhould be uſed to prevent all indecency : 'but 


they ſhould be uſed - with great caution and tender- | 


Ii 
neſs, that the cure may be effected, if poſſible, with - C | 
out damping the work of God, : 


With, regard to the Inward Work, there has been 
a .great variety as to the length, and depth, and 
circumſtances of the Convictions in different per- 
ſons; but all in general have been at firſt alarmed [| 
with a ſenſe of the multitude and heinouſneſs of 
their fins, with an awful view of the wrath of God, 
and certain deſtruction, if they perſiſted therein, 
Hence they betook themſelves to Prayer, and as 
time permitted, to the uſe of all other means of 
Grace: altho' deeply ſenſible of the vileneſs of 
their performances, and the total inſufficiency of 
all they could do to merit the pardon of one fin, - 
or deſerve the favour of God, They were next 
convinced of their Unbelief, and that Faith in 
Chriſt is the only condition of Juſtification, They 
continued thus waiting upon the Lord, till he ſpoke 
peace to their ſouls, This he uſually did in one 
moment, in a clear and fatisfattory manner, ſo that 
all their griefs- and anxieties vaniſhed away, and 
they were filled with joy and peace in believing. 
Some indeed have had their burdens removed, ſo 
that they felt no condemnation, And yet, they 
could not ſay, they were forgiven. But they could 
not be ſatisfied with this. They continued inſtant | 
in prayer, till they RPG the Toms * cp 
ken away wage fs. | 
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of Grace, by mere dint of perſuaſion : 
ſelves, and their want of a Saviour. 


Tenſe of their helpleſs miſery as others. 
Pariſh was a remarkable inſtance of this; 


8 = 


- Moſt of theſe had-been ſuddenly convinced of Sin! 
but with ſome it was otherwiſe, Without any ſenſe 
of their Guilt, they were brought to uſe the Means 
And after- 
wards they were brought by. degrees to ſee them- 
But before 
they found deliverance, they have had as deep a 
One in my 
He was 
both careleſs and profane to a great degree; and 
remained quite unconcerned, while many of his 
companions were ſorrowing after God, or rejoicing 
in his Love. One of his Acquaintance adviſed him 
to ſeek the Lord. He faid, „I ſee no neceſſity for 
it as yet. When I do, I will ſeek him as well ns 
others.” His Friend perſuaded him to try for one 


week, watching againſt fin, and going by himſelf 
every day. He did fo: 


and tho' he was quite 
ſtupid when he began, yet before the end of the 
week, he was thoroughly ſenſible of the load of ſin, 
and | is now bappy i in God. 


1 


It Du aſk, ++ How ſands the eaſe now 0 thoſe 
that have been the ſubjecis of the late work 2“ 
1 have the pleaſure to inform you, I have not 


* heard of any one Apoſtate pet. It is true, many 


fſince their firſt joy abated, have given way to 


doubts and feats, have had their confidence in God 
much ſhaken, and have, got into much heavineſs. 
Several have paſſed through this, and are now con- 


"firmed in the ways of God. Others are in it ſtill; 


oo. 


and chiefly thoſe over whom Satan had gained an 
advantage, by hurrying them into irregular warmth, 
Ex] | or 


_ 
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or into expreſſions not well guarded, I have ſeen - | 
Tome of theſe in great diſtreſs, and juſt ready to caſt | 
away hope. =" | 
I have a great deal upon my hands at preſent, and 
have little time either to write or read. The diffi- 1 
culties and temptations of the lately converted are 
ſo many and various, that I am obliged to be in as if 
many places as I can; For now is the critical hour, 
A man of Zeal, tho' with little Knowledge or Expe- 
rience, may be an inſtrument of converting Souls. 
But after they are converted, he will have need of 
much Knowledge, much Prudence and Experience, 
to provide proper Food or Phyfic for the ſeveral 
Members, according to their State, Habit, and Con- 
ſtitution. This at preſent ſeems in à great meaſure 
to devolve upon me. And tho” I have been twenty 
years in the Lord's ſervice, yet I find I am quite 
_ unequal to the taſk. However, I will do what I 
can; and may the Lord bleſs my endeavours! 


The enemy is buſy night and day, in ſowing the 
tares of Diviſion among the Wheat, And in ſome 
places he bas prevailed ſo far as to plunge ſome of [i 
them in the waren. In other places Little feuds and 4} 
animoſities ariſe, to grieve the Preachers and | 
the ſpirits of the people, On theſe occaſions,' they A 
cammonly apply,to-me; and all is well, at leaſt for 1 
a ſeaſon. When I. confider, What it is to watch f 

{ over ſouls, and how much labour and pains it im- MJ 
plies} to diſcharge it in any degree, I cannot hut 
2 | ery out with the * Who ern theſe 
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However, upon the whole, things are in as flouriſh- 
ing a condition as. can reaſonably be expected, con- 
ſidering what great numbers, of various capacities 
ms ſtations have been lately added to Wy an 


N But ofter all, a great part of Virginia is n in a 
very dark and deplorable condition. This Province 
contains fixty-two Counties; and the late Work has 
reached only ſeven or eight of them. Nor has it 


been univerſal even in theſe, but chiefly in the Cir- 


cuit, which is regularly viſited by the Preachers. 
In this alone very many hundreds have in a few 
months been added to the Lord. And ſome are 


5 | adding ſtill, May He continue to pour out his 


Spirit upon us, and increaſe the number of the 


faithful every day ! 


Our higheſt Gratitude is due to our gracious 
God; for he hath done marvellous things! In a 


Thort time he hath wrought a great work: And let 
who will ſpeak againſt it, it is evident beyond all 


_ contradiction, that many open and profligate ſinners 


of all ſorts, have been effectually and laſtingly 
changed into pious, uniform Chriſtians. So that 
every thinking man muſt allow, that God hath been 
with us of a truth, and that his glory dwells in our 
Land. | I am, 

Vour ſincere Friend, 


1 $537 01 1 F 0 Brother in Chriſt, a 
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To' the Rev. Mr. WESLEY, 


Jane 24. 1778. 
New. and dear Sir, | 


You have the Narrative of the Rev. Mr. Farratt, 
I ſend this as a Supplement to it, 


— aa ee etfs 


T our little Conference held in Philadelphia, 
May, 1775, Mr. Shad/ord was appointed Aſſiſ- 

tant for Brunſwick Circuit in Virginia. He found 
there about Eight hundred joined. together, but in 


a very confuſed manner. Many of them did not _ 


underſtand the nature of meeting in Claſs z and ma- 
ny of-the Claſſes. had no Leader. He reſolved to 
begin in good earneſt, and the-Preachers with bim 
were like-minded. Their. conſtant cuſtom was, as 
| ſoon as Preaching was over, to ſpeak to all the 
members of the Society, one by one. If the Society 
was large, one Preacher ſpoke to a part, and he that 

came next, to the reſt, By this means they learned 
more of our Doctrine and Diſcipline in a year, than 


in double the time before. The fruit ſoon'apptars - 


ed: the Congregations ſwiftly increaſed, and niany. - 


were pricked to the heart. Many that were a little | 
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Claſs: and while one was ſpeaking either to thoſe 
that were groaning for redemption, or thoſe wha 
had found peace with God, theſe were frequently 
cut to the heart, and ſometimes enabled on the ſpor 
to praiſe a pardoning God. Nay, ſometimes four, 


five, or fix found peace with God, before the meet- 
ing was over. 


The work of God thus increaſing on every fide, 
more Preachers were ſoon wanting. And God raiſ- 
ed up ſeveral young men, who were exceeding uſe- 

ful as Local Preachers. 


After Mr. Shadford had been about Eight Months 
in the Circuit, Mr. Farratt defired, his Pariſh might 
be included in it: that all who choſe it might have 
the privilege of meeting in Claſs, and being mem- 
bers of the Society. He ſoon ſaw the ſalutary ef- 

fects. Many that had had but ſmall defires before, 

began to be much alarmed, * and laboured earneſtly 
after eternal life. In a little time numbers were 
deeply awakened, and many taſted of the pardoning 
Love of God. In a few months Mr. Farrat! ſaw 
more fruit of his labours, than he had done far 
- many years. And he went on with the Preachers 
hand in hand, both! in Doctrine and Diſcipline. 


When Mr. Shadford took an account of the Socie» 
ties, before he came to the Conference in 1776, 
they contained two thouſand, ſix hundred, and ſixty- 
| Four perſons: to whom eighteen hundred were ad- 

ded in one year- Above a thouſand of theſe had 
nne many of whom thirſted for - 


FS 


(-W.9 - | 
all the mind that was in Chriſt. And divers believ- 


ed, God had circumciſed their heart, to love bim with 
all their heart, with all their ſoul. 


This Revival of Religion ſpread through fourteen 
Counties in Virginia: and thro* Bute and Halifax. 
Counties in North Carolina, At the ſame time we 
had a bleſſed outpouring of the Spirit, in ſeveral 
Counties bordering upon Maryland. 


Our Conference was at Baltimore Town, D the 
22d of May, Here I received a Letter from Mr. 
Jarrati, part of which I inſert. | 


| May 11, 1776. 

61 praiſe God * his goodneſs in ſo plentifully 
pouring out of his Spirit, on men, women, and 
& children. I believe threeſcore in and neat my, 
& Pariſh, have believed, through Grace, ſince the 
«© Quarterly Meeting. Such a Work I never ſaw- 
« with my eyes. Sometimes Twelve, ſometimes 
„ Fifteen find the Lord at one Claſs- meeting. I am 
„ juſt returned from meeting two Claſſes, | Much 
© of the power of God was in each.———My dear 


« Partner is now happy in God her Saviour. 17 


« clap my hands exulting, and praiſe God. Bleſſed. 
„ be the Lord, that ever he ſent, you and your Bre- 
« thren into this part of his vineyard! Many 
Children, from eight to twelve years old, are noẽw- 
% under ſtrong conviction. And ſome of them are 
66 favingly converted- to God. I was much com- * 
46 forted this morning at the White-Oak © Chapel. 
| * The a N are of a truly teachable Spirit: 
V C 3 | ht: thoſe . 
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"thoſe particularly, who profeſs to have obtained” 
«+ the pure Love of God. They are as little chil- 
„ dren. When you confider, how the Work is 


** ſpreading on every fide, you will readily _ 
« me from being at your conference.” 


Monday. June 1 I left Leeſbrrg, in company 


with Wright Brickell (a truly devout man, who now 
reſts from bis labours) and came to Peterſburg on 


Saturday the 29th, where I preached, about Three 
in the Afternoon, and then rode on to Mr. Boſbeua 6 
about ten miles farther. A little company was wait- 
ing for me, and God was with them of a truth, 


Sund, 30. I was comforted by the ſight of my 


is 5 dear Brother Shadfor4, But I was weak in body, 


thro” riding ſo far in extreme heat, and much exer- 


eiſed in mind; and did not know how I ſhould be 


able to go thro? the labour of the day. We went to 
the Chapel at Ten, where I had liberty of mind, and 
ſtrength -of body beyond my expectation. After 
preaching I met the Society, and was more relieved, 


both in body and mind. At four in the Afternoon 


I preached again, from 7 /et before thee an open door, 


| end none can ſbut it. 1 had gore through about 


two thirds of my diſcourſe, and was bringing the 
words home to the preſent Now, when ſuch power 


1 deſcended, that hundreds fell to the ground, and the 
buouſe ſeemed to ſhake with the prefence of God. 
| The Chapel was full of White and Black, and many 


were without that could not get in. Look wherever 


we men we ſaw. * 1 


faces 


— 


* 
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faces bathed in tears: and heard nothing buy groany 
and ſtrong cries after God and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, My voice was drowned amidſt the groans 
and prayers of the congregation. I then ſat dow 
in the pulpit; and both Mr. Shadford and I were ſo 
filled with the divine preſence; that we could only | 
ſay, This is none other than the houſe of God ! This xl 
is the gate of heaven ! Huſbands were inviting their | 

| 


wives to go to heaven, wives their huſbands ; Pa- 
rents their children, and children their parents : 
Brothers their ſiſters, and fiſters their brothers. In | 
ſhort, thoſe who were happy in God themſelves, | 
were for bringing all their Friends to him in their 1 
arms, This mighty effuſion of the Spirit, continued 
for above an hour: In which time many were awak-' | 

+  ened, ſome found peace with God, and others, his? $22 þ 
pure love. We attempted to ſpeak or fing again 577 by f | 
and again: but no ſooner we began than our voices 
were drowned. It was with much difficulty that we 
at laſt perſuaded the. PS. as night drew on, to 
retire to their awn homes. 


Tueſday, July 2. I rode with Mr. Shadford to | 
Mr. Jarratt's; who with Mrs Farratt received us 
with open arms. I preached the next day, not far | 
from his houſe, to a deeply attentive congregation, 
Many were much affected at the preaching ; ; but far- 
more at the meeting of the Society. Mr. Jar rat 
himſelf was conſtrained to praiſe God * for is 
rave to him and to his people. 8 


Sunday, ; 10 at be Chapel, * 
8 Mr. Jarrait s. 2 intended to | 
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preach near the houſe, under the ſhade of ſome-large 


trees. But the rain made it impracticable. The 


houſe was greatly crouded, and four or five hundred 
ſtood at the doors aud windows, and liſtened with 
unabated attention. I preached from Ezek:ePs viſi- 
on of the dry bones. And there” was a great ſhaking. 
I was obliged to ſtop again and again, and beg of 
the people to compoſe themſelves. But they could 
not: Some on their knees, and ſome on their faces, 
wore crying mightily to God all the time I was 
preaching, Hundreds of Negroes were among 
them, with the tears ſtreaming down their black 
faces. The ſame power we found in ating the 
Society, and many were enabled to rejoice v oy 
unſpeakable. In the cool of the Evening I preach- 
ed out of doors, and many found an uncommon 


bleſſing. 


Every day the enſuing week J preached to large 
and attentive congregations. Indeed the weather 
was | violently hot, and the fatigue of riding and 
preaching ſo often was great. But God made up 
all this to me, by his comfortable preſence,  Thur/ 
day 11. I preached to a large congregation, at the 
Preaching-houſe near Mr, Farratt's. After preach- 
ing, at ſeveral places on Friday and Saturday, on 
ee 14. I came to Mr. Beſbeua's, where I preach- 


22 and met the Society. The Congreyation was, 


as before, abundantly larger than the Chapel could 
contain. And we had almoſt ſuch a day as fourteen 
days ago: only attended with a more deep and 
ſolemn work. What a work is God Working in 


% > ' ET q 
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this corner of Mr. Farrai's pariſh ! It ſeemed as if 


all the Country, for nine or ten miles round, were 
ready to turn to God, 


In the Evening I rode to Mr. Smith's, and found 
a whole Family fearing and loving God, Mr, 
Smith, a ſenſible and judicious man, had been for 
many years a Juſtice of the Peace, By hearing the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, he and his wife firſt, and then 
all his children had attained that peace that paſſeth 
all underſtanding. He obſerved, How amazing 
the Change was, which had been lately wrought in 
the place where he lived! That before the Metho- 
diſts came into theſe parts, when he was called by 
his office to arrend the Court, there was nothing but 
Drunkenneſs, Curſing, Swearing, and Fighting; 
moſt of the time the Court fat: Whereas now no- 
thing is heard but Prayer and Praiſe, and converſing 
about God, and the things of God,” 


Monday ig. I rode toward North Caroline, It 
every place the Congregations were large, and te- 
ceived the word with all readineſs of mind. I know 
not that I have ſpent ſuch a week, fince I came tg 
America. I ſa every where ſuch a fimplicity in the 


people, with ſuch a vehement thirſt after the word 


of God, that I frequently preached and continued 


in prayer, till I was hardly able to ſtand. Indeed 
there was no getting away from them, while I was | 
ae ee ons ue God. A 


| Sunday 21. I preached at Ronoaky Chapel to morg | 


| ace of what the Houſe would contain. In 
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general, the White People were within the Chapel, 
and the Black People without. The windows being 


all open, every one could hear, and hundreds felt 
the word of God. Many were bathed in tears, and 
others rejoicing with joy unſpeakable. When the 
Society met, many could not refrain from praiſing 
God aloud, I preached to a large company in the 
Afternoon, and concluded the N with * and 


| thankſgiving. 


- Tueſday 23. I crofſed the Ronoaky River, and 
preached at a Chapel in North-Carolina, And I 
preached every day to very large and deeply atten- 


tive Congregations : although not without much 


labour and pain, through the extreme heat of the 


. | 


On Tueſday 8 was our Quarterly Meeting. I 
ſcarce ever remember ſuch a ſeaſon, No Chapel or. 
Preaching-houſe in Virginia would have contained 


one third of the Congregation, Our Friends know- 


ing this, had contrived. to ſhade with boughs of trees 


' a ſpace that would contain two or three thouſand 


perſons. Under this, wholly ſcreened from the 


rays of the ſun, we held our general Love. feaſt. 


It began between Eight and Nine on Wedneſday- 
Morning, and continued till Noon. Many, teſtified 
that they had redemption in ibe blood of Jeſus, even 


Ale Forgiveneſs. of fins. And many were enabled to 
declare, that it had cleanſed. them from all iu. 8 


clear, ſo full, ſo ſtrong was their teſtimony, that 


— 11 _ were e their ic gene 
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dreds were in tears, and others vehemently crying 
to God, for Pardon or Holineſs. 


wo © 


About Eight our Watch-night began. Mr. Far- 
ratt preached an excellent Sermon : the reſt of the 
Preachers exhorted and prayed with divine energy. 
Surely, for the Work wrought on theſe two days, | 
many will praiſe God to all eternity ! | 1 


THOMAS RANEIN, 
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